
 

 

E08 English as an Additional Language Policy                                                                Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 

E08 English as an Additional Language 

Policy 

The Ryes Education  

 

Encompassing 

The Ryes College Pump Farm School  

and 

Argyll House 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by: Daniel Lawrence Date:  September 2021 

Last reviewed on: September 2020 

Next review due by: September 2022 

 

 



 

 

E08 English as an Additional Language Policy                                                                Page 2 of 5 

 

 

 

Contents 

1. Aims ....................................................................................................................................... 3 

2. Definition and Guidance ......................................................................................................... 3 

3. Planning and Teaching For EAL Pupils .................................................................................. 4 

4. Support for EAL Pupils ........................................................................................................... 4 

5. Roles and responsibilities ...................................................................................................... 5 

 



 

 

E08 English as an Additional Language Policy                                                                Page 3 of 5 

1. Aims 

The Ryes College day pupils usually live in Essex and Suffolk where there are less than 10% of 

pupils who are learning English as an additional language. However, we have referrals for pupils 

from a much wider area and often from areas that are multicultural.   

Our school aims to:   

 Provide a welcoming environment that values the cultural, linguistic and educational skills 

and experiences that pupils with EAL bring to the school. 

 Assess and monitor the skills and needs of pupils with EAL giving appropriate provision so 

that they can fulfil their academic potential. 

 Establish good relations with families and carers and support discussion of learning at home. 

2. Definition and Guidance 

 

This policy is in line with the requirements of the Race Relations Act 1976 and Equality Act 2010. 

The Ryes College uses the following definition of an EAL Learner - “First language is the language 

to which the child was initially exposed during early development and continues to use this language 

at home and community. If a child acquires English subsequent to early development, then English 

is not their first language no matter how proficient in it they become” DFES Guidance 2007.  

Further guidance can be found at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/183945/d

eveloping_quality_tuition_-_english_as_an_additional_language.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868209/E

nglish_proficiency_of_EAL_pupils.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/177036/Ai

ming_High.pdf 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/183945/developing_quality_tuition_-_english_as_an_additional_language.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/183945/developing_quality_tuition_-_english_as_an_additional_language.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868209/English_proficiency_of_EAL_pupils.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868209/English_proficiency_of_EAL_pupils.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/177036/Aiming_High.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/177036/Aiming_High.pdf
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3. Planning and Teaching for EAL Pupils 

EAL learners are entitled to the full National Curriculum programmes of study. Access to learning 

requires understanding of words and meanings embedded in each curriculum area. Meanings and 

understanding cannot be assumed for these pupils but must be made clear.  For example, in 

Mathematics it should be ensured that 5x5 is understood to mean ‘five multiplied by five’ and not 

‘five ex (as in the letter) five’. 

We understand that pupils with EAL may be cognitively more advanced in other subject areas than 

their understanding of the English Language implies and lessons will be planned accordingly. 

In lessons: 

 Classroom activities will have clear learning objectives and use appropriate materials and 
support to enable pupils to participate in lessons. 

 

 Key language features of each curriculum area will be identified, e.g. key vocabulary, 
structures and text types.  

 

 Where appropriate, enhanced opportunities will be provided for speaking and listening, 
including both process and presentational talk, and use made of drama techniques and role 
play. Pupils will have access to effective staff and peer models of spoken language. 

 

 Additional visual support will be provided, e.g. posters, pictures, photographs, objects, 
demonstration and use of gesture.  

 

 Teaching Assistants in the lesson will be aware of the specific needs of EAL pupils. 

4. Support for EAL Pupils 

Each pupil identified as having EAL will be provided with an appropriate bi-lingual dictionary and 

other learning resources including pictorial, aural and electronic media format according to their 

individual needs. 

Where possible, EAL pupils should be offered support by staff who understand their first language. 

Where necessary, appropriate language support and resources will be sourced externally. 

The school will liaise with family and carers of EAL pupils to establish good relations and support 

discussion of learning at home. 
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5. Roles and responsibilities  

5.1 Senior leaders 

Senior leaders are responsible for: 

 Making all possible efforts to provide EAL pupils with support in their first language, where 

deemed necessary. 

 Making and maintaining contact with EAL pupils’ families and carers to support and discuss 

learning. 

 

5.2 Teachers 

Teachers are responsible for: 

 Assessing EAL pupils’ language needs and planning accordingly. 

 Monitoring EAL pupil progress and targeting further support as and when required. 

5.3 Exams officer 

The exams officer is responsible for: 

 Applying for relevant access arrangements for EAL pupils during exams. 

5.4 Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) 

The SENCO is responsible for: 

 Identifying and supplying relevant support materials such as dual language text books 

and dictionaries. 

 Identifying appropriate exam access arrangements for EAL pupils. 

5.6 Learning Support Staff 

Learning Support Staff are responsible for: 

 Supporting EAL pupils on a daily basis. 

 Reporting pupil engagement in learning. 

 


